hTHE WHEAT AND THE TEARS"
history of the working class in India. The bourgeois leadership of
the country's national movement fights shy of its implications and
counsels caution. But workers who have already in a ballot voted
overwhelmingly in favour of the strike appear to be adamant. Indian
railways send twenty million pounds every year as profits to stock-
holders in Britain, who have got already many times more than the
original investment, and yet the meagre demands of those who slave
for them are repeatedly ignored. The strike effort, then, comes as
no surprise. The situation, besides, has been such that strikes have
been seriously contemplated, and in some cases even launched, by
teachers in primary schools who are paid less than domestic servants
but have always demarcated themselves from the working man, who
are well-known for tneir meek and mild submissiveness and wear
sufferance as the badge of all their tribe.
It would seem, therefore, that a situation subsists which has
called for vigorous organisation and leadership with a view to bringing
about basic changes. Unluckily, however, the leadership has been
lacking and the organisation necessarily inadequate. The new
upsurge of our people, who ache for freedom now more than ever
before, who gather in enormous and enthusiastic crowds to greet their
leaders and listen to their message, naturally looked up most of all to
the Congress, the time-honoured leader of Indian militancy. Its
principal spokesmen, particularly Jawaharlal Nehru, have not been
chary of brave words; there has been talk of " enormous unheavals "
if the people's freedom urge is not soon satisfied, but at the same time,
paradoxically, the spirit of the people has been twitted and maligned,
as during the happenings noted above and sought to be canalised into
sedate, respectable conduct. Paeans of praise for the Viceroy, Lord
Wavell, has become with Congress leaders a kind of habit since the
Simla Conference of June-July 1945 ; the " Waveil-is-sineere " slogan
was sounded ad nauseam. At a speech before leading European
businessmen in Calcutta on December 10,1945, Wavell criticised the
Congress leaders' attitude towards the LN,A,, ridiculed " Quit India '*,
which, he said, " will not act as the magic sesame which opened Ali.'
Baba's cave ", and warned that India's problem " cannot and will not
be solved by violence." Congress leaders who had in speech after,,
speech glorified the August movement as a spontaneous revolution
and denounced Communists as "traitors "who betrayed it, did not
answer Wavell. The Working Committee passed, instead, on Decem-
ber 11, a resolution reaffirming the old principle of non-violence,
which Maulana Azad called "the most important" of the session.
The resolution on the Indian National Army laid down that sympathy
and legal and other aid for I.N.A. officers and men "do not mean that